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2006 Field Day Best Ever

The AARC held its annual Field
Day operations at Marlington Mid-
die School for the 14th year. The
weather was great, not too hot, and
no hurricane force thunderstorms.
The bugs weren't even that bad
this year. Band conditions were
generally good. George, K3GP
has provided an excellent write up
on our operations which can be
found on page 6 with full details,
but we beat last years score by
nearly half again.

We need to thank not only Mar-
lington Middle School, but also all
those who came out to operate or
help out in other ways, and espe
cialy those who donated food and

other things. Thanks to Howard,
K8DXR for those great ribs, and
Sherry Whitaker for the beans.
Also to Dawna Steele and Subway
for the sandwiches, and Peter,
N8IGZ for the snacks. And we
can't forget John, KD8MQ who
brought pop and water and Rich
ard, KD6MPN who brought fire
wood. It was below 50 degrees
early Sunday morning and the fire
not only warmed your Editor who
was working 80 meter phone con
tacts but also cooked a few dogs
about 3 AM. And what would we
do without Don, KBOMO's truck
and whoever brought the gasoline
and the generator.

Howard, K8BDXR and George, K3GP runnin’ up the score. Photo by KESVE,

Section Manager
Election

If you are an ARRL member,
you will soon receive a ballot for
Ohio Section Manager. Your
ballot must be returned by Au
gust 18th. Our current Section
manager is Joe Phillips, K8BQOE.
Joe has held that position for the
past 8 years. He is running for
re-election against Mark Er-
baugh, NSME.

Joe provided the Zero Beat with
his ballot statement and a picture.
Nothing has been received from
his opponent. Here's what Joe
has to say for himself:

(Continued on page 2)

Pe Oloe
fMleeting
Announcement

The next meeting of the
Alliance ARC will be on
Wednesday, July 5%,
in conference room 1A on
the west end of the Café
in the new Alliance
Community Hospital.
Our meetings begin at 7:30
PM, and are an excellent op-
portunity for eyeball QSO’s.
Directions can be found on
the K8LTG Repeater
(145.370)

See you there!
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An Ohio Section Manager ap-
points and supervises 12 cabinet
level positions and 575 ARRL
field appointments - the official
observers; the public information
coordinators; the affiliated clubs
and, of course, al of our 88
county ARES emergency pro-
grams. The Section Manager
must have contacts throughout
the whole state to do this effec-
tively. The Ohio Section is the
ARRL's biggest section.

In the past 22 years, | have
served as Newsletter Editor for
the Ohio Area Repeater Council
(1984-89); as ARRL Public In
formation Coordinator (1989
1998) and the last 8 years as Sec-
tion Manager. In over two dec-
ades of meeting and working
with hams throughout this state, |
have been a featured speaker in
more than half of Ohio's counties
(47). Thirty separate meetings in
14 separate counties in 2005
alone.

Working with others during those
22 years, | am proud o severa
landmarks. In 1986, | organized
the first Ohio Repeater Directory
(now in its 20th printing); in
1992, the first Ohio Ham Radio
Newdletter contest (now in its
15th year - the only one in Amer-
icd); and in 1999, named the
Ohio Ham of the year after the
late Al Severson, AB8P, (SK) -
my Elmer. Our annual Section
Confererce, with the famous
PIZZA LUNCH, has tripled par-
ticipation the past 6 years.

First licensed in 1959, amateur
radio has been my lifedlong com

(Continued on page4)

M eetings

The Alliance Amateur Radio
Club meets on the First Wednes
day of every month, in the cafete
ria of the Alliance Community
Hospital. Talk-inison 145.37 ®.
Meetings begin at 7:30 PM. Visi-
tors are aways welcome.

Nets

Thursday is our “net night,” with
the following nets on tap:

Ten meters
CW @ 8PM on 28.400 MHz
SSB @ 8:30PM on 28.400 MHz

2 meters
9 PM on 145.37 MHz

| nternet

If you'd like to check us out on
the web, our E-mail address is:
w8lky@qsl.net
Our club home page is:
http://www.w8lky.org

Newdetter |nformation
The Zero Beat is a publication of
the Alliance Amateur Radio
Club, P.O. Box 3344, Alliance,
OH 44601

Unless otherwise noted, permis
son is freely granted to reprint
portions of the Zero Best, as long
as credit is given to the author &
source.

You can submit materia to the
Zero Beat either eectronicaly, to
keBve@alliancelink.com, in per-
son, or via snail mail. | can read
most word processor formats,
but prefer your files to be in
straight text, Email, or Microsoft
Word format.
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June 7, 2006

The regular meeting of the Alli-
ance Amateur Radio Club was
held at the Alliance Community
Hospital on June 7, 2006 at
7:30 PM with club president
Robert Steele, K8RLS, presid-
ing. The Pledge of Allegiance
was recited, followed by intro-
ductions. There were 24 mem-
bers present.

The minutes of the May meet-
ing were published in the news-
letter. The secretary then re-
ported on the publicity contacts
made to date concerning Field
Day and solicited suggestions
for any other publicity. John,
KD8MQ and Don, KBOMO sug-
gested contacting the Reposi-
tory to have a press release
published. Dave, N8NLZ sug-
gested contacting Brant Luther
as he had visited the field day
site in previous years. The sec-
retary added these contacts to
the list. The minutes were then
approved on a motion by How-
ard, KBDXR, and seconded by
Smitty, KC8TJQ.

Mary Ann, KB8IVS, gave the
treasurer’'s report. It was ap-
proved on a motion by Howard,
K8DXR and seconded by Larry,
KESVE.

Old business:
President Bob

reported that
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Beat
June Minutes

Larry, AABNV was in Ohio State
University Hospital following
some major surgery. He re-
guested the secretary to send a
card on behalf of the club.

Comments regarding the
Breezeshooter's hamfest were
generally positive, in spite of wet
conditions. Also, those who at-
tended the Dayton Hamvention
also had generally positive com-
ments.

Jack, WBWEN reported that the
power line noise which has been
a problem in his area is still
there.

John, KD8MQ noted that he had
attended the planning meeting
for the Triathlon. He said that lit-
tle had changed from previous
years and that operators would
be needed from about 8 AM until
noon on that day (August 20).
President Bob added that the an-
nouncement had been sent in
concerning the special event sta-
tion for Carnation Days in the
Park.

Concerning Field Day:

---Don, KBOMO reported that he
and George, K3GP were bring-
ing their usual equipment and it
appeared that other require-
ments were taken care of. Dave,
N8NLZ noted that he had an ex-
tra tuner if needed.

---Don further noted that as far
as food was concerned, his wife
was going to cook beans. How-
ard, KBDXR volunteered to bring
ribs and President Bob said he
would contact Subway as last
year about donating sub sand-

wiches.

---The secretary reminded the
club that John, KD8MQ had
found an old Mayor’'s Procla-
mation denoting a previous
Field Day week as Amateur
Radio Week. He then asked
the club if it was desired to do
this again. After some brief dis-
cussion, it was decided to ap-
proach the current Mayor seek-
ing such a proclamation for this
year's Field Day. The secretary
was to contact the Mayor’s of-
fice in this regard.

---John, KD8MQ discussed
some new networking software
he was looking at for potential
use at future Field Days.

New business:

President Bob stated that a
committee or volunteers were
needed to arrange for a club
picnic to be held in place of the
regular meeting in September.
After some discussion, it was
decided that a good potential
location for the picnic would be
the cabin in Silver Park. Bob
stated that he would contact
the Park Board about availabil-
ity of the cabin for either Sep-
tember 9 or 16.

Dave, WBUKQ asked the club
to extend its congratulations to
Jack, WBWEN on receiving a
certificate from the QCWA for
65 years of service to Amateur
Radio.

The meeting was then ad-
journed at 8:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted by Don
Kingan, AB8KYV, secretary.
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(Continued from page2)

mitment. Currently | am President
of the Cincinnati FM club; a memt
ber of; OSSBN, QCWA, the Cin
cinnati Ham Radio Hall of Fame;
the Southwest Ohio DX Associa
tion and the Voice of America mu
seum committee.

Future plans? The Section is plan
ning an Ohio PRB-1 passed by the
Ohio General Assembly and crea
tion of a cabinet level post for
creasing ARRL membership.

Pleese vote for Joe Phillips,
K8QOE and allow me to continue
as your Section Manager.

Joe Phillips, KBQOE

Page 4

KD8MQ at 40/80 station. Photo by K8RLS

Photos by
KE8SVE
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THE WAYBACK MACHI|NE >>1 MINUTE MAXIMUM-INITIAL CONELRAD

|SSUE #29
by Bill Continelli, W2XOY

reprinted with permission

Picture the following scenario, in a dightly grainy
black and white for added effect. It's the 1950's; a ham
is sitting at his station, having a CW QSO. He's wear-
ing a suit and tie, before him is a Hammarlund receiver,
a Johnson Viking transmitter, and a homebrew modula:
tor. On the wall are QSL cards and his Honorable Dis
charge Certificate. On the table is a collection of QST
magazines, along with some curious pamphlets, with
tittes such as "Protect Them-Join Civil Defense",
"America Calling-- Take Your Place in Civil Defense”,
"It CAN Happen Here", "Know the Signals’, and even
a comic book featuring a character called "Bert the Tur-
tle". While the Vibroplex clicks away, another radio
sits in the background, quietly spitting out atmospheric
noise. It's an AM Broadcast receiver, one of those 5
tube AC/DC models produced by the millions. This
unit--an Arvin in an Art Deco plastic cabinet--is tuned
to one of two triangular markings on the dial. Sud-
denly, the silence is shattered by a piercing 1000 cycle
tone. The ham looks up, rips off his headphones, and
listens to a message. He jumps from the chair, runs to
the door and yells to his wife "Grab the kids and go
down to the Fallout Shelter. The CONELRAD aarm
just went off".

CONELRAD, which stood for "Control of Electromag
netic Radiations’, had its embryonic start in December,
1951 when President Harry Truman signed an Execu
tive Order directing the FCC to set up a security system
for al civilian radio services. Throughout 1952,
CONELRAD was developed and tested and, by early
1953, it was ready. The purpose of CONELRAD was
to relay Civil Defense information to the public without
allowing enemy aircraft to use our radio signals as a
beacon for their direction finding equipment. In the
event of an emergency, all FM, TV and most AM sta
tions would proceed with the following aarm se
guence:

>>CURRENT PROGRAMMING DISCONTINUED
>>5 SECONDS-CARRIER OFF THE AIR

>>5 SECONDS-UNMODULATED CARRIER

>>5 SECONDS-CARRIER OFF THE AIR

>>15 SECONDS-1000 CYCLE MODULATED CAR-
RIER
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MESSAGE

>>CARRIER OFF THE AIR FOR THE DURATION
OF THE ALERT

The remaining AM stations would shift to either 640 or
1240 kc and simultaneoudly broadcast a more detailed
emergency message. The stations would constantly turn
their carriers on and off. For example, Station A, oper-
ating on 640 kc, would broadcast the emergency mes

sage for 15 seconds and suddenly cut its carrier. The
public would then hear Station B, aso on 640 kc, with
the same message. When Station B went silent, Station
C would appear and, after a few seconds, Station A

would be back on the air. This "cluster pattern” would
continue until the emergency message had been broad
cast. The same activity would be happening on 1240
kc. No callsigns or other ID would be given. In this
way, the FCC and the Office of Civil Defense hoped to
confuse enemy aircraft trying to use AM radio stations
as a homing beacon.

The ARRL and the FCC realized that amateur stations
might also serve as a beacon. Therefore, from the ke
ginning, amateurs were urged to keep watch on 640 or
1240 kc, and to kill their transmitters when the alarm
was given.

With the importance of CONELRAD in the early
1950's, it's surprising that amateurs were not required to
monitor for the CONELRAD aarm. This was rectified
on January 2, 1957 when the FCC amended Part 12 of
the Rules and Regulations to require the following:

* All operators of stations in the Amateur Radio Ser-
vice will be responsible for the reception of the
CONELRAD RADIO ALERT by monitoring 640 or
1240 kc.

* During a CONELRAD RADIO ALERT, all operators
of Amateur Radio Stations will CEASE COMMUNI-
CATIONS IMMEDIATELY.

* Stations operating under the Radio Amateur Civil

Emergency Service (RACES), and other stations spe-
cificaly authorized, would be alowed to remain on the
air under the following restrictions:

a) No transmission shall be made unlessiit is of extreme
emergency, affecting the National Safety, or the Safety
of life and property;

b) Transmissions shall be as short as possible;

¢) No dtation identification or location shall be given.
Tactical calls will be utilized if necessary.

d) The radio station carrier shall be discontinued during

(Continued on last page)
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® The entire AARC crew that worked as a well oiled machine to prepare the site,
antennas and operating positions, maintain the generators, entertain and enlighten
visitors and the reporter from the Alliance Review, and efficiently dismantle everything
at the conclusion of field day. The spirit of cooperation and the camaraderie was by
far the best in recent memory.

WB8LKY — 3A OHIO — SCORING SUMMARY (TENATIVE)

BAND PHONE QSOS POINTS CW QSOS POINTS
80 180 180 - -
40 320 320 64 128
20 132 132 386 772
15 158 158 22 44
10 53 53 - -
6 56 56 2 4
2 8 8 - -
SUBTOTAL 907 907 474 948
QSO POINTS: 1,855
POWER MULTIPLIER X2
TOTAL BEFORE BONUSES 3,710
BONUS POINTS:
100% EMERGENCY POWER 300
MEDIA PUBLICITY 100
PUBLIC LOCATION 100
PUBLIC INFO. TABLE 100
ALTERNATE POWER 100 [5 SOLAR POWERED QSOS]
WI1AW FD BULLETIN 100
NON-TRADITIONAL MODE DEMOS 300 [3 SSTV DEMOS]
SITE VISIT BY SERVED AGENCY 100
GOTA BONUS POINTS 50
LOG SUBMISSION VIA WEB 50
TOTAL BONUS POINTS 1,300
TOTAL CLAIMED SCORE: 5,010
PREVIOUS W8LKY FIELD DAY RESULTS
YEAR CLASS QSOs SCORE YEAR CLASS QSOs SCORE
2005 4A 767 3,554 2001 5A 914 3,412
2004 4A 968 3,644 2000 4A 784 2,888
2003 3A 576 2,426 1999 4A 830 3,324
2002 4A 568 2,186 1998 4A 667 2,338
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(Continued from page5)

periods of no message transmission.

* Amateur Stations shall not allowed back on the air
until the CONELRAD RADIO ALL CLEAR MES
SAGE is transmitted.

With the requirement of continuous Broadcast Band
monitoring, homebrew projects, kits, and commercial
products began to appear to help the Amateur keep in
compliance with Part 12.190. While some Amateurs
simply used an AM radio, others bought or built spe-
cific CONELRAD receivers. Heathkit had the CA-1
CONELRAD Alarm; Morrow Radio had the CM-1
CONELRAD Monitor; and the Walter Ashe Radio Co.
had the model CA "Conelarm”. Radio Shack's first
transistor radio, which sold for a mere $29.95 in 1958
dollars, was advertised as "perfect for monitoring
CONELRAD".

When Class D CB Radio was authorized in September,
1958, the rules specified that CB'ers aso had to monk
tor CONELRAD. In the event of an emergency, al
Citizen Band operators had to leave the air--there was
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no RACES provision for them.

By the early 1960's, the possibility of long range en
emy bombers homing in on our radio signals was be-
coming remote. Instead, Intercontinental Ballistic
Missiles were the new threat. They didn't require our
broadcast signals as Beacons. CONELRAD was ke
coming obsolete. Thus, in the autumn of 1962,
CONELRAD was replaced by the Emergency Broad-
cast System. Ironically, CONELRAD disappeared
right around the time it might have been needed the
most--the Cuban Missile Crisis.

As the 1960's wore on, the Cold War gradualy dissi
pated, and the Specter of imminent enemy attack dis
appeared. Today, only the faded "Fallout Shelter”
signs, and those triangular markings on old AM ra
dios remain to remind us of CONELRAD and the
Cold War. As | write this, |1 can hear a Springfield
Mass station on 640 khz, while a hetrodyne of Class 4
stations co-mingles on 1240. And yet, what is that |
hear, faintly in the background?? A 1000 cycle tone??
Join us for the next edition of the Wayback Machine.

All material Copyright © 2002 by William Continelli
All Rights Reserved



