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Elections top list for club action

Year in, year out members step
forward to take up the cherished
leadership role known as "club officer.”

This year is no different. And as
called for in the Alliance Amateur
Radio Club, Inc. Bylaws -- Hear Ye
Hear Ye - Be it known far and wide
that election of officers will be held
after the regular meeting of the ¢lub on
Thurs,, Oct. 1.

The pertinent sections hercby apply:
Article 1.

Mectings of membership

A. The annual meeting of this club
shall be held in the month of October
~ fof ¥ eection of officers-and-rustccs
immediately following the regular
meeting in October.

Artick 11,

Officers -

B. The officers shall be elected for a
term of one year by ballot of members
present at the annual meeting. New
officers shall take over their duties at
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the next regular meeting.
Article I11.

ENDING TERMS

Duties of Officers

A. The President shall preside at all
meetings of this club and conduct them
according to Roberts Rules of Order;
..cnsure positions are filled and con-
duct business of the club.

B. The Vice President shall assume the
dutics of the president in his/her
absence. He will organize activitics and
programs not designated to the com-
Janittees.

C. (1) The Secretary shall record
minutes of all meetings, keep a roll of
members and receive applications for
membership.

(2) The Treasurer shall receive and
receipt all monics paid to the club,
keep an accurate account of all monies
received and expended, pay no bills
without a majority vote at a regular
meeting of the club, and shall make a
brief financial report at each meeting.

D. Al officers shall, within 10 days
after the expiration of their terms, turn
over to their successors all records and
property of the club, that is in their
possession, that is pertinent to the
office vacated.

Article VIIL

Trustces

B. Trustees terms will be for three
years. One trustee is to be ¢lected
annually to the out-going trustee,

C. Trustees shall control club
property, audit the books and conduct
the annual meeting.

HONOR ROLL

Dedicated to those individuals who are sustxining
members for the 1992-93 yoar:

PAUL BEANE NW8C
JIM FERGUSON N8DZA
MATT THOMAS NSEAD

HAL KELLEY KES8I

DICK BONTRAGER

KASLKQ
ALLEN DICKS WIST
LARRY AMAN K5TQN
LARRY ASHBURN

KESVE
s\\ NEXT
- O\ MEETING

Thurs., Oct. 1
7:30 p.m.
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HAPPY HALLOWEEN
AND...

HAPPY

THE ALLIANCE AMATEUR
RADIO CLUB ZERO BEAT

Published the third week of every
month by John Myers WX38G.

CHanges in one’s address may be sent
to: John Myers, 510 W. Harrison,
Allignce, Chio 44601,

Deadline is the 14th day of the
month.

The Alliance Amateur Radio Club is
an American Radio Relay League
affiliated club and is also a special
service club.

The club meets the first Thursday of
each month at the Alliance
Community Hospital in the employees’
cafeteria. Meetings start at 7:30 p.m.

-- SUBMISSIONS --
Stories may be submitted to the editor
on 3.5 inch disk AND in writing. Eatries
should be written double-spaced on white
paper and postmarked to:

Daniel Mutigii NSLVO

| %asE Fim 8.
_ Minerva, Ohio 44657

“This edition was produced on s Toshiba
T1200XE laptop computer using Avagio
Desktop Publishing software and was
printed on an Okidata OLA00 LED page
printer. Copics are then made from the
master sheets.

All Rights Reserved. Copyright 1992,
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WIHERLES DX?

8-17 TGIYV 21041 231

SOUTH AMERICA

8-31 PY3GSP 28017 2014
PY1FUL 28017 2003

823 LU3XCC 14007 0225
ZPSXV 14024 0203
XQOYAF 14004 0131

818 PY4PZ 14048 0007

815 CE1BPY 14002 2324

By Jack B

8-19 9XSHG 14010 0425
8-17 9A2MT 14019 0422
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All times are in UTC. All contacts are CW.

A 14020 0131
X, 14047 0130

8-23 VK3JOG 21145 0325
8-12 Z12GG 14027 0455

STERBA

ON GAIN

By Kurt N. Sterba
Woridradio, Sept. 1992
(Edited for brevity - Ed.)

Well, the silly scason is upon us,
One of the hammy mags just put out
its annual antenna buyer’s guide. I
have no interest in cmbarrassing
them so Tll not mention them by
name (they probably just don’t know
any better), but they ran an ad that is
complete quackery. Would you
believe...a vertical groundplane with
four radials having 5.25 dB gain on
horizontal and 4.75 dB gain on
vertical?

How about this claim? "Multiplica-
tion factors/horizontal 17 times,
vertical 15 times." Would 1 be the
grumpy old Kurt that people accuse
me of being if 1 asked, "Multiplying
what?" Let's see now, a 10-times
multiplication of power would be a
10 dB gain, 50 it can’t be that. What

—_—

a puzzlement! The same company
has a 4-clement, and 1 do quote,
"Power multiplication 65X."

1 know that some may be getting a
little green around the gills from
reading this. Please don't go away.
It gets even better (in a negative
sense). The claimed gain (for a half-
wave boom-length) is 16.5 dB; front
to back ratio is "48dB true.”

Wait! Wait! There's more! Verba-
tim: "Andio Gain: 22 dB." What in
the name of Zeus is "audio gain"
when looking at antennas?

And 22dB? Hey we’re getting up
to VOA numbers now. (I wonder if
the people at the magazine held
their noses when they put that ad in
the book.)

Just think of all the waste that has
gone on all these years. Think about
thosc massive arrays put up by Ra-
dio Canada International... All they

really had to do was stack a couple
of half-wave boom-length antennas
from Route 1, Ethelsville, Alabama,

Antenna ecxpert Joseph Carr
K4IPV, wrote in his Practical
Antenna Handbook, "Unfortunately
antenna gain is an area where un-
scrupulous  salespeople  can dis-
tribute a little salt water taffy.”

Actually the Antenna Buyer’s
Guide is terribly flawed. Pages and
pages of data about every antenna
made and the graph says “Gain
(dB)." 1 ask, just what kind of dBs
are those, bub -- dBi or dBd?

Of all the numbers 1 looked at, it
scemed that DX Engineering claims
are closest to what 1 believe in the
20M Yagi department — 6.1 dB gain
and judged superior at Dayton. Yet
the gain is 4dB less than the other
guy. Looks to me like a good reason
to buy one.
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Moved and Seconded:

All officers and trustees were
present with the cxception of Patti
KESKH, Dave KC3CL and Larry
KESVE.

The mecting was called to order at
7:40 p.m. by Pam NSIAK with 15
members present.

Secretary Dan NSLVO read the
minutes which were approved as
read,

The Treasurer was absent.

COMMITTEES:

Mall Show: John WX38G
reported that 8 coax-tines have boen. . ——
laid on the roof. He emphasized the
need for increased participation at
the tables.

Newsletter; Dan NBLVO said the
deadline in September is the 14th.

OLD BUSINESS:

Alliance Triathlon: Ed McNabb
sent the club a letter of thanks from
the Red Cross for helping with
communications,

Fundraisers: John WX8G said two
buttons were sold at the Warren
Hamfest. They will be on display at
the Mall Show.

Seminar: The Direction Finding
Scminar is Saturday, Sept. 20 at the

PRESIDENT'S REMARKS

The Mall Show was great. 1 appreciate all the support from the clubs, Thanks
to Salem, Canton, Alliance Youth and our club for the support. Don Whitaker
K8OMO gave a tremendous speech on weather and amateur radio. Don gra-
ciously stepped in when Mark Koontz couldn’t make it.

1t’s been a lot of fun being president for the club. Thanks for all the support to
the officers who served with me -- you were great. 1 hope you will attend the next
mecting, vote for the new officers and support them as well as you supported me.

the Sept. 3 Meeting

Citizens Bank in Colerain, Ohio. We
will have breakfast at the Country
Manor at 9:30-10 a.m. and then lcave
at about 10:30-11 a.m. for the trip.
Bring your fox hunting equipment.

NEW BUSINESS: Jim KBSGHZ
asked cveryone to think about
whether they want to be officers or
trustees in the club as the next
meeting will be for the clec-
tion of officers.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

/
Remind your

e Yo -NGDEA i3 fecoperating. —— Ly ‘
from heart bypass surgery. friéﬁds that our

Allen WISBT is recuperating from
knee surgery.

The Ashland Hamfest is Oct. 4

Jamboree on the Air is Saturday,
Oct. 17. Has anyone contacted the
BSA?

Pennsylvania QSO Party is October
10-11.

MARS has set vp a special status
for No-Code Techs interested in
MARS operation and valid for
VHF-UHF only.

Winner of the 50-50 drawing was
Gladys KBSGIA who won $4.50.

Meeting adjourned 8:22 p.m.

class has begun

It’s still not too late. Our Amateur
Radio classes started about two
weeks ago. If you have a friend or
relative who is interested in Amateur
Radio, let us know.

And for all of you who would just
like to drop by and say hello, the
class meets every Tuesday, from 7 to
9:30 p.m. at Alliance Community
Hospital, second floor, Conference
B. Larry Ashburn is the instructor.
For more info, call §21- 9808. (Sce
next page for area classes)

el
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KSOMO SANVESTHLE DAY

The Alliance Amateur Radio Club

Mall Show was organized by the club’

but had displays from various clubs in
the area.

They included: The Salem Arca
Amateur Radio Association, the
Canton Amateur Radioc Club, the
Alliance Youth Radio Club and the
Military Affilliate Radio System.

PREPARATION

The antcnna raising party was held on
Aug. 29 with John WX8G, Dan
NSLVO and Steve KBSNDM acting as
the roof crew and Jim NSMAA on the
ground lending support. Jim also
bought the round of coffee after the
work..

The roof crew installed 1,350 feet of
RG-8 (that’s a quarter mile), 16 barrel

conncctors, 3 HF verticals, 3 J-Poles

and 2 mag-mount antennas.
FRIDAY NIGHT
Twelve people showed up at 9.pa--
for the setup. The mall provided us
with free tables and chairs, and set
them up for us. We hung the signs and
ran the coax from the skylight pan
above the gazebo to the tables where
they would be used the following day.
The group from the Salem Club
brought in their communications
trailer, the table assignments were
confirmed and plans were finalized for
the next day’s operations.

SATURDAY
We showed up bright and early at 8
am. to set up the stations and
organize the handout table. We also
did some last-minute antenna work on
the roof.

By John NMyvers WASG

At the last minute, Mark cancelled
3 hours before he was to speak..

Thinking quickly, im NSMAA got
on the phonc and invited Don
Whitaker KSOMO to speak in Mark’s
place. Don has been very active in

MALL SHOW
RECAP

ARES and SKYWARN for many
years and his experience showed. He
was very well received by the crowd.
Disaster had been averted as Don
saved the day!

ATTENDANCE: 112
HAM GROUPS: 5
TOTAL COST: $0.00
MAIN SPEAKER: KBOMO
TOTAL COAX: 1,350 FT.
ANTENNAS: 8 -3 HF, 4
VHF, 1 DUAL BANDER
BEST DISPLAY: KB8GHZ

_ PROBLEMS: VHF ATIEN- _
UATION ON PACKET

On Saturday, 72 hams checked in
with 55 from outside the club. We
had hams operating packet, Amtor,
§SB, CW and FM. Those club
members not working a station helped
out by explaining ham radic to the
public. It worked out very well, in-
deed.

On Sunday, we opened at 11:30 a.m.
and ran until 5 p.m. We had 40 hams
check in with 28 being from outside
| __our club. ‘

-~ We started packing up at 4:30 p.m.

After all was set up, we had surpris-
ingly few problems. At the CARC
packet station run by Chris KBSLP],
we learncd a lot about the attenuating
properties of RG-8 feedline.

About three months before the mall
show, we had made arrangements for
Mark Koontz to come and talk on

severe weather and Amateur Radio.

and in 2 hours, we had all the tablcs
stowed, equipment packed in the cars
and antennas and feedline off the
roof. :

The Best of Show Award went to
Jim KB3GHZ, who will display his
work at the next meeting. Thanks to
all and expecially the folks at the
Carnation Mall.

Total costs for the show: ZERO.

PA QSO Party begins contesting season

Are you interested in contesting, but
have never done it and dom't know
how?

Well, if you would like to get some
experience and don’t mind the out-
doors, you may want to ride along with
some of our club members as we
prepare for the 1992 PA QSO Party
scheduled for Oct. 10-11,

Dan NSLVO is looking for a helper
this year. He guarantees that the trip
will only be a few hours east of the
Pennsylvania linc, that you will get
plenty of experience in contesting and

he will even provide the hot dogs and
hamburgers you will cat.

"Contesting the PA QSO party is a
grueling experience if you are used to
operating from the comforts of your
nice, warm home," Dan related.

"We'll be camping out, probably on
some high, pine shrouded hill. Most
probably some campground that is
deserted. There won't be another
living soul within carshot and this is
where we will set up our tent and
operate on the commerical mains.”

You'll get a lot of good experience

about camping and operating a station
out in the middle of nowhere, he said.

*If you don't want to work hard,
operate long and in general be an
all-around great ham radio operator,
don’t bother calling me," LVO said.

But if you think you can hack it, let
me know, We leave Friday evening,
Oct. 9 and the contest is from noon
Saturday to 1 a.m. Sunday and from 9
a.m. Sunday to 6 p.m. Sunday.

Look for announcements on the
Thursday night net for a PA QSO
Party planning session.

'l
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ALLIANCE AR

OCTOBER 19

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEONESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3
AARC MEETING
7:30 P.N.
ALLEANCE
COMMUNITY
HOSPITAL
-
.
4 5 6 7 8 o b° 10
AYRC MOVICE SAARA MEETING . PA QSO PARTY
CLASS 7 P.M. AT THE e
4:30 TO 6 P.M. RED CROSS w* VE EXAM AT
v & N. OLMSTED
AARC NOVICE NET & P.M. *
CLASS NBDZA REPEATER
; 7 10 9:30 F.N. 145,37 - .
B oL -
AYRC NOVICE
CLASS
1" 2 v 13 1% 15 16 T
PA QSO PARTY COLUMBUS DAY AYRC NOVICE DEADLINE FOR KET AT 9 P.N. SWEETEST DAY
. CLASS TEROBEAT NBDZA REPEATER
4:30 TO 6 P.N. 145.3%7 JOTA
AARC NOVICE AYRC NOVICE
CLASS CLASS
7 70 9:30 PN,
1 19 20 3 22 2 24
JOTA AYRC NOVICE CARC MEETING HET AT 9 P.N. VE EXAN AT
CLASS 7:30 P.R. AT NSDZA REPEATER GOODYEAR
YE EXAM AT 4:30 TO 6 P.M. | THE STARK 145.37
ELYRIA COUNTY JAIL
AARC NOVICE BASENENT AYRC NOVICE
CLASS CLASS -
7 TO 9:30 P.N.
25 26 27 28 29 30 3
AYRC NOVICE NET AT & P.M, HALLOVEEN
CLASS NBDZA REPEATER
4:30 TO 6 P.M. 14537 XSG BIRTHDAY
AARC NOVICE AYRC NOVICE
CLASS CLASS
7 10 9:30 P.NM.
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Postscript By Dan Mutighi NSLVO PLEASE FILL OUT AND RETU}IN TO
THEEDITOR: -

Well, it’s been an exciting week. With the deadline for the —
Zero Beat right up against the Mall Show, 1 had to wait qui ZERO BEAT SU RVEY
the last minute before I wrote anything. ‘
onT&a:ﬁ:ltln;hn;:nth to John Myers who submitted the story 1. Name one thing that definitely needs improved

As of this writing, 1 am prcpanng for the trip to Colerain about the Zero Beat.
later in the week. ) -

1 was wondl:nng if any oi you that took part in the Mall
Show aof having the problem I have: three large stacks of |2, What do you like and dislike about the Zero
papers sitting in the shick alongs:dc my rig that is sittingon | pageo
the floor and an antenna that is still apart and sitting out in .
the garage. It’s like a remnant of Hurricane Andrew visited
the shack and left it a mess. -

Speaking of the Mall Show, I would like to thank everyone 3. What types of articles are you interested in see-
that came out and helped. 1 had a good time and I think | ing In the newsletter?
everybody else did, too. KSOMO should be praised for his
timely assistance of not only those folks involved in those
two hurricanes, but also us in our hour of need! Don, you
arc gonna get my vote for Ham of the Year, cven if you.
aren’t in the club! '

4. Would you like to see photographs? Y N

5, Additional Comments:

*Not afl CB'ers are bad and not all hams are good.” NSMAA..

}




