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POW Camp Radio

The following account is a transcript of arecording made by
Lieutenant Colonel R. G. Wells who was captured by the
Japanese during World War 11. 1t was gleaned from the web
by KD8MQ who sent it to me last month. We thought every-
one would enjoy reading it. It demonstrates what people can
do with very little to work with if they put their mind to it.

(Ed)

It was about the beginning of
1942 when | was a prisoner of
war of the Japanese, when | was
ordered to go on aworking party,
which eventually finished up in
the Sankakan in British North
Borneo. Two thousand odd of us
were in this work party and it
wasn't long before we noticed the
absence of information as to the
international situation, what was
happening in the outside world,
and the whole camp had a rea
craving to get news by whatever
means. Escape parties were being
organized, but none of these were
very successful. The next thing
people turned to was a means of
getting some radio news, and this
is where the building of a radio
set became an urgent require-
ment.

The main thing, of course,
was that we didn't have any com-
ponents and athough we had
some contacts outside which later
on were helpful in the building of
this receiver, it limited our re-

guirement to a regenerative re-
ceiver as from a super heterodyne
receiver and the decision to do
that was borne out by the resullts.

The high frequency spectrum
during that time of the war was
fairly quite in that part of the
world and the BBC, we hoped,
would be able to be received.
This was aided by the fact that
the Japanese in their wisdom
caled a friend of mine out one
evening to repair their radio set
and he took the opportunity, of
course, to switch over to the
short-wave bands, with head-
phones while doing that, and
picked up the BBC successfully.
That day was memorable because
it was the day that the BBC
broadcast the death of the Duke
of Kent in an aircraft crash. That
was the only news we had of the
outside world for something like
six months.

The plan was made to begin
(Continued on page 5)

Christmas Banquet,
Ham of the Year, etc.

If you haven't made your reser-
vations for the annual AARC
Christmas Banquet yet, and you
don’t want to miss out on some
good food and good company,
come to the meeting and get your
reservation in, or contact Mary
Ann, KB8IV'S (kb8ivs@aol.com)
if you can’'t make the meeting. If
you want to vote for Ham of the
Year, get it to Bob, K8RLS. The
December 4th meeting is the
deadline.

If you've aready done al this,
come to the meeting anyway and
help me persuade them to have a
fox hunt.

Ye Olde
Meeting
Announcement

The next meeting of the
Alliance ARC will be on
Wednesday, December 4th,
in the cafeteria of the Alli-
ance Community Hospital.
Our meetings begin at 7:30
PM, and are an excellent op-
portunity for eyeball QSO'’s.
Directions can be found on
the KBLTG Repeater
(145.370)

See you there!
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Editorial

One of the Club events that just
about everyone can enjoy is the
Fox Hunt or hidden transmitter
hunt. Unfortunately, we rarely
ever have one.

The problem seems to be that we
leave it up to the winner of the
last Fox Hunt to schedule the
next one and since it’s more fun
to be the hunter than the hunted,
the winner isn’'t aways in a big
hurry to get on with the game.
Or maybe for very good reasons,
he smply isn't able to find the
time. So | would like to propose
asolution to this problem.

Suppose we schedule the hunt
and then get everyone who wants
to participate to sign up. We
could announce it in the Newdl et-
ter and set a deadline for signup,
and then at the next meeting,
draw a name from the list to be
the fox.

Maybe we could make it more
interesting by requiring everyone
who signs up to put a dollar in
the pot, and then the winner gets
the pot, or maybe splits it with
the fox. That way, being the fox
would not be a total loss. You
don't get to hunt, but you auto-
matically win a share of the pot if
your name is drawn.

This might help us prevent peo-
ple from coming late and playing
without signing up and risking
being made the fox. If you don't
sign up, you can't win the prize
and you won't be given credit for
finding the fox.

Let me know what you think.
de KESVE

M eetings

The Alliance Amateur Radio
Club meets on the First Wednes-
day of every month, in the cafete-
ria of the Alliance Community
Hospital. Talk-inison 145.37 ®.

Meetings begin at 7:30 PM.
Vigitors are aways welcome.

Nets

Thursday is our “net night,” with
the following nets on tap:

Ten meters
CW @ 8PM on 28.400 MHz
SSB @ 8:30PM on 28.400 MHz

2 meters
9 PM on 145.37 MHz

| nternet

If you'd like to check us out on
the web, our E-mail addressis:
W8lky@qsdl.net
Our club home pageis:
Http://www.qsl.net/w8lky

Newdetter I nformation
The Zero Beat is a publication of
the Alliance Amateur Radio
Club, P.O. Box 3344, Alliance,
OH 44601

Unless otherwise noted, permis-
sion is freely granted to reprint
portions of the Zero Beat, aslong
as credit is given to the author &
source.

You can submit material to the
Zero Beat either electronically, to
ke8ve@raex.com, in person, or
via snaill mail. | can read most
word processor formats, but pre-
fer your files to be in straight
text, or Microsoft Word format.
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ALLIANCE
AMATEUR RADIO
CLUB

November 6, 2002

The regular meeting of the Al-
liance Amateur Radio Club
was held at the Alliance Com-
munity Hospital on November
6, 2002, at 7:30 P. M., with
Robert Steele K8RLS, Presi-
dent, presiding. Secretary
David Glass W8UKQ kept the
minutes. There were 24 mem-
bers and two guests present.
The pledge of allegiance was
given, and introductions were
made.

The minutes of the last meet-
ing and the minutes of the an-
nual meeting were published
in the newsletter. The reports
were approved as published.

Mary Ann KBS8IVS reported
the treasury balances. The
FISTS dues were paid. The re-
port was approved as read.

Old business:. A letter from the
Triathlon committee to Sam
KC8ETZ thanking him for his
assistance for the Triathlon
was read.

President Bob K8RLS re-
ported that the ARES registra
tion will be completed when
the applications have been
transferred to a data base.

December, 2002

November Minutes

Turn in the Ham of the Year
nominations to Bob K8RLS by
the next meeting.

The Christmas party is on De-
cember 14. Reservations must
be made by December 4.

Don KBOMO suggested that
the by-laws be reviewed. This
will be tabled until the next
meeting.

New business. New members,
Rich WB8TPG and Janet
WBS8TPF McDaniel, and Ed
McNabb KC8UPP, along with
guests, Eddie Key KC8HUU
and Diane Miller KC8HUV,
were welcomed to the club.

A computer logging program
brochure by N3FJP was dis-
played.

Mel of the Salem club will
have an ARRL certification
for emergency communica
tions class.

Steve KC8IVD has announced
a monthly training drill of the
Great Lakes Search and Res
cue of Ohio on November 16.
The frequency of 147.48 Sim-
plex will be used.

The estate of Bob Wright
K8DEG has a tower and an-
tennafor sale.

Dave W8BUKQ displayed the
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K4P QSL for the Pentagon
special event on Sept. 11
which was the anniversary of
the disaster. Bill Ruth
W3HRD, formerly
K8LWQ of Alliance, died in
the attack.

Dave WBUKQ QSOd John
KD8MQ in the PA QSO Party.

Jm Shaffer K8JFO is now
K8JET.

Door prizes for the Christmas
party will total $100: one $20,
one $10, and 14 $5 prizes.

The 50-50 drawing was won
by Larry KESVE.

The meeting adjourned at 8:21
P.M.

Respectfully submitted, Dave
Glass WBUKQ, Secretary
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5,10, and 15 YearsAgoin the AARC
by John Myers and Larry Ashburn

Last month, John submitted material for this column, but it didn’t make
it into the Newsletter because | was running way late, so this month
I’m going to incorporate it into the column. Thanks John.

Five years ago, (November, 1997, Editor, Jim Ferguson, K8LTG) Election re-
sults were in. The officers for 1997-98 were as follows. Pres. (Don Whitaker
K80OMO), V. Pres. (Larry Ashburn, KEBVE), Secretary (Dave Glass, WBUKQ),
Treasurer (Mary Ann Royer, KB8IVS)

For your education, there was a copy of “The Ten Commandments of Electrica
Safety”. Jim wrote about his recent trip to PA for the PA QSO Party. We had our
wrap up for the clubs mall show. That was in the days when people actually visited
the mall. (Sorry, | couldn’t resist the editorial comment, KD8MQ) K7CE was on his
way to China. Some operation was planned.

December 1997, Jim, K8LTG, suggested that since Thursdays were
taken by the AARC nets, it would be a good idea to move Thanksgiv-
ing to adifferent day. Jim Wilson, KB8GHZ, was selected to be Ham
of the Year. K8LTG had several helpful tips for gadgets to use on the
workbench—a handy water bottle to moisten your soldering iron
sponge, and an easy to assemble device to hold a piece of coax or other
cable that you need to solder, made from a block of wood with a couple
of cloths pins attached.

Ten years ago, (November, 1992, Dan Mutigli, N8LVO, ed.)

Election results were in. The results follow: Pres. (Pam Myers, N8IAK), Vice Pres,
(Larry Ashburn, KEBVE), Treasurer, (Allen Dicks-WI8T), Secretary (Dan Mutigli —
N8LVO)

Jim, KB8GHZ (SK), and Gladys, KB8GIA showed off their winning best of mall
show entry, on the front page of the November issue. It was arolling portable emer-
gency operations center. John, KD8MQ related one of his stranger repairs; the case
of theleaky TV. This TV was done in by water that was leaking down the inside of
the rotor cable. We were selling buttons as a fund raiser. The YMCA Y outh radio
club was churning out new Hams by the bucketful. | wonder where they are today?

Larry, N8EWV, was flying his ATV airplane, a large model airplane
with a camera and amateur television transmitter mounted inside. He
gave afine video presentation at the meeting.

December 1992, At the December meeting, John gave a program on
Fox Hunting. The club was planning a Fox Hunt for January and pre-
paring packets for prospective members and new members. This was
the first meeting at which reading the minutes was dispensed with be-
cause they were published in the Newsl etter.

At the Christmas Party, John Myers, WX8G (KD8MQ) was named
Ham of the Year. He said he was speechless; that’'s hard to believe.
Jm and Gladys donated a beautiful wooden sleigh which was given
away as adoor prize. | believe Jim, KB8GHZ, made the leigh. Enter-
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tainment was a Christmas music
sing-along which David, N8NLZ
arranged. Keyboard music was
provided by Rev. Bob Aufrance.

The latest call signs as of Decem-
ber 1st were: Extra- AA8JG, Ad-
vanced - KF8XY, Tech/Gen -
N8WEJ, and Novice - KBBOKK.

Fifteen years ago, (November,
1987. Editor, Pam, NB8IAK)
The Ham of the Month was Gene
Smythe, KB8BYK (SK).

We were planning a Halloween foxhunt,
ending with a Halloween party at Don

Panchos. The winners were the
team of Dave, KC8WY and Al-
len, KAS8CIY (WI8T), with
KD8MQ and N8IAK coming in
2nd.

Frank, KA8FUZ (SK) was elected to fill
the unexpired term of Darrell, NSHHP,
who had moved out of the area.

December 1987, Ham of the
Month was Jim Ferguson,
N8DZA (K8LTG), who aso
wrote the guest editorial, which
concerned his recent purchase of
the 145.37 repeater from Larry,
NS8EWV. A fox hunt was held
December 5th. Dave and Allen
were the fox and this time John
and Pam came in first place. Sec-
ond place went to Larry and
Patty, NBEWV & KE8KH, with
Rich and Janey WBSTPG &
WBS8TPF coming in third. Five
new Hams completed the Novice
class. They were Paul and An-
thony Lattavo, Dr. Carl Busch,
Thomas Miller KB8DUX and
Kitty Buckwalter, KB8DUW
(N8LIP).

The latest call signs were: Nov-
ice - KB8DJ), Tech/Gen -
N8IYQ, Advanced - KES8OU,
and Extra - NZ8T. 232 Novice
calls were issued that December.

December 2002
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(Continued from page 1)

building the radio, so until we
could build components, there
was nothing much we could do.
A look at the circuit diagram of a
regenerative receiver indicates a
number of capacitors — about two
or three are required -low capaci-
tors to make the oscillating part
of the system work, and in fact
from memory we needed in the
grid circuit at least one ".01
microfarad” capacitor and there
was no chance we could get this
anywhere, or any other compo-
nents. So we hit upon the idea of
taking some tin foil or auminum
foil from the lining of the tea
chest from which the Japanese
supplied with the rice rations,
then by the well known equations
for calculating capacity and the
relationship of the surface area
and spacing of the plates, we
built a capacitor or, a least, |
built a capacitor which according
to calculations should have been
about ".01 microfarad.”

If I could put an aside here, |
built a replica of this capacitor
some years ago, and it went out
to Simpson barracks where we
had some friends in the testing
laboratory, and with great excite-
ment the Warrant Officer con-
cerned said, "We will see how
good your calculations were"; so
he put it on his equipment which
was accurate to many decimal
points and read on his display
unit, ".009 microfarad", so we
thought we were pretty good. |
said "Touch" to him because he
didn't think we could do it. |
made two or three of these, and |
still have one of them that would
work if | built the receiver again,
which | have been thinking about
doing, except there is aways
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something else, like alot of other
projects which one has as one
gets older.

The resistors were another
problem. We found out that we
could use the impurities in some
of the tree wood and the bark,
particularly cinnamon bark which
was available by getting through
the wire only about 2 feet and we
could normally pinch that while
the Japanese sentry was moving
around. We used a piece of string
with the materia rubbed on it
from the burning of the cinnamon
bark with some impurities in it
(we didn't have a chemical analy-
ss); we weren't very fussed be-
cause most grid-leak resistors
were about a megohm or there-
abouts and we had no means or
any way we could measure a me-
gohm, so it was largely a tria
and error thing to see if it would
work. We made a number of
these bits of string and tied them
round different things to dry
them out to get the thing going.
Eventually about an inch, three
guarters of an inch to an inch,
was about the right order of
things to get about a megohm re-
sistance. They were the two main
things.

Now the things we couldn't
provide, couldn't do. We had to
make coils;, they were largely
trial and error, one could calcu-
late the inductance of theseif one
had access to some means of
measuring the wire gauge and the
space between them. So that was
largely atrial and error business.

The two biggest components,
or two biggest requirements,
were we needed some head-
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phones and we needed a valve,
and | thought that the rest could
be made locally with a bit of
luck. On the question of the
headpiece an outside contact
smuggled in one headphone,
which was better than no head-
phone, and a valve - no valve
holder but one can't have every-
thing in thislife.

The other trouble was the
power supply. The Japanese main
around the camp which provided
the power was 110 volts roughly
according to the power station
meter which we couldn't help but
see, because we delivered the
wood there while the power sta-
tion was running; | switched over
when no one was looking and the
frequency was about 60 Hz, not
50 Hz as we thought, not that this
worried us anyway but to know
that it was manageable.

So two problems remained
for the power supply. The first
one was the A-battery or low
voltage supply necessary for the
filament of the valve. We started
with a couple of dry cells, but
these didn't last very long and we
had to make something then.
Through being friendly with the
pharmacist with the party, we got
some potassium bichromate and
made up a bichromate cell, which
is probably well known in the
text books but not of very practi-
cal use. It's fairly hungry for zinc
and it needs some sulphuric acid
which one can't throw around or
hide easily, but it served for some
time and was quite successful
but, in the end, had the operation
lasted very long, we would have
been in trouble for that. Two of
these cells provided about 3 volts

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

to 4 volts, and 6 volts was a bit
too much because each cell was
running at a bit over 2 volts,
about 2.2 volts.

The biggest problem was a
rectifier to rectify the AC into
DC without dropping it to a low
voltage, because remember in
those days we needed high volt-
ages for the B supply, or anode
supply, but in these days we
bring everything down to small
DC voltages;, we needed to get
them up as high as we could.
That was a partial failure in that
using auminum foil again and
oxidizing one piece of it, or
length of it folded over, with
some weak acid and then using
the two electrodes, one of clear
aluminum and one of a zinc salt
and aluminum, we could make a
rectifier. We wouldn't be so au-
dacious as to call it a rectifier
now, because it had a reverse
voltage of something like 30 or
40 volts, which wasn't exactly
ideal, but for DC we had no op-
tion.

The result was that | made a
bridge rectifier but the only prob-
lem was that after 15 minutes the
electrolyte began to boil, so it
was really passing current in both
directions but a little bit more
one way than the other. So a sin-
gle cdl, an extra rectifier cell,
was the only way | could close
this down a bit, and some
smoothing. This we achieved
with part of afish plate from the
rallway line which was being
used at the aerodrome to move
the dirt from one place to another
by man-power, about six men on
these, and the odd fish plate used
to disappear anyway for various

Page 6

reasons. | dropped one off at the
power station and asked the Chi-
nese under my breath if he could
cut it into three little sections
which he did, he didn't want to
know why.

Then again using some palm
oil and some bee wire which was
in fairly plentiful supply, which
we stole - it was a bit risky be-
cause the Japanese were cultivat-
ing a couple of beehives outside
the wire and of course this wire
used to disappear for various
things unrelated to radio - and we
put the pam oil aong the wire
stretched out and rubbed this
pam oil on it, thickening it with
a little bit of flour and then heat-
ing it; the flour bound the palm
oil together and formed a fairly
good insulation over the wire.
Good, but lucky, and with a lot
of traveling.

| should come back to the
capacitors on that, because we
had to insulate the layers of those
which we did by putting a layer
of newspaper (a few people had
newspaper and various things, for
other reasons than newspaper of
course, but then we had no other
toilet requisites in the party) and
by soaking this in some coconut
oil we could insulate each layer
after we wound it, and with a
piece of this bee wire - we had
something like fifty feet of it -
wound round this part of the fish
plate, we made a fairly good
choke coil. And then a bigger ca-
pacitor, which was no trouble,
having had success with the
small one, to just wrap as much
tin foil as we could round another
sheet of newspaper which fin-
ished up about 18 inches long by
about three quarters of an inch in
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diameter. We didn't even try to
measure the capacitance of it, be-
cause we couldn't do anything
about it anyway, except put more
wire on. And that in effect was a
fairly good rectifier, a very dan-
gerous one because we had the
110 all right but we had a bit
over that by the time we had rec-
tified it, and we don't know be-
cause we had no means of meas-
uring it.

Finally, the valve; we joined
the valve by winding the clean
little bee wire around it and then
plugging it with any insulating
material we could get to make it
stick, - no valve holder, of
course. So eventually we pro-
duced a receiver of sorts, except
it wouldn't oscillate. We tried
building more, another choke
coil, and this went on for ages;
there was no possibility we could
get this valve to oscillate. | think
it's recommended according to a
friend of mine who had an ama-
teur license, he thought that
about 120 volts was the best we
could get and there was no way
we could get that by trying to
smooth this any more. So the
only avenue open was to bribe
one Chinese working a the
power station who was very
much our way, and of course in
those days was a nationalist Chi-
nese.

The capital of Chinain those
days was Chungking, and | told
him we could get him some over-
seas news from Chungking if he
would slowly wind his field cail
power up on the generator every
night starting at about 9 o'clock
bit by bit, and get it up to about
130 on his meter. He understood,

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

and after that | said half an hour
to drop it again, very quietly and
slowly because it may affect the
lights "....and you no speak about
that because you get chopped,
you know, and we will give you
Chungking news...." This was
duly done and for about six
months we had reliable commu-
nication. The first trial on air had
too much hum, and we had to
modify a few things two or three
times in attempts to get it right,
and in the end we had a workable
situation which was worth ex-
ploring.

Capacitors right, choke coils
right, one head phone, we had
some old rag so we tied it round
the head and tied it on, or string,
or whatever we could get. With
the hope of recording something
we took some paper, which was-
n't in plentiful supply, but the
odd piece of paper we could get.
Running notches down the left
hand side, about a quarter to a
half inch apart down the paper,
and bending it over so that these
little pieces stuck up in the air,
and in the pitch darkness one
could then put the headphones
over one's head with eyes |ook-
ing out for possible interruption
by the Japanese — we had some
lookouts, or cockatoos as the
Australians called them, around
the place to warn us at the on-
coming of the Japanese - and
with great trepidation we heard
Big Ben chiming one night. Of
course only one of us heard it but
we were so full of enthusiasm.

It was the BBC all right; it
was quite a clear signal but it was
somebody talking about growing
hops in Kent. This broadcast

December, 2002

went on for something like three
quarters of an hour without any
interruption, but ultimately the
signal faded out and | was very
annoyed. | was asked the next
morning by my senior officer
what was the news, and | sad
"we've got good news; | can't talk
here, come thisway." So he came
along and said "what's this news
you're talking about.” | said | did-
n't actually hear any news, and he
became very annoyed with me
and said what the hell did I mean,
and | said "if the British primary
producing experts are capable
and able to spare the time to talk
about growing hops in Kent,
Britain must still be aive and
floating with their thumbs up,
and as far as I'm concerned that's
the best news | could hear!"

That's the outline and maybe
there are some questions | have-
n't covered properly.

BJ: The first question |
would like to ask you is: What
did you have in the way of tools,
if any, and how did you connect
the components of the wireless
without, presumably, a soldering
iron?

RGW: No soldering iron, no
solder of course, and no other
system realy available but to
twist and wrap with some coco-
nut oil paper, or cardboard or
something, and very gently lift it.
It was on a platen of wood we
obtained somewhere; it was
about a foot by a foot or some-
thing, so we just mounted the
components on that. A meat
skewer on the capacitor - oh, we
had a capacitor too, a capacitor, a
valve and a headphone, which
were external to camp compo-
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nents we had. We didn't have any
tools at all, except someone ob-
tained the use of a dedge ham-
mer - for what purpose | don't
know because one of those would
not be needed to escape; other
than cutting up the soft iron of
the fish plate which was about
the only reason we needed any-
thing, the rest were just twisted
wires. We just wanted to get one
usable because we didn't know
whether it might be blown up or
captured; we weren't worried, the
main thing was initially a short
term aim (as well as a long term
am) that it might last. Fortu-
nately, it lasted for over a year -
sixteen months until the arrests
took place, but that's another
story.

BJ: Can | just ask you - the
components for the low voltage
battery cells that you produced,
where did you get all the compo-
nents from?

RGW: Well, zinc wasn't
hard, there was some sheet zinc
lying on the aerodrome and we
pinched quite a bit of that be-
cause that would be eaten away
during the use of the cells for the
low voltage. | don't know what
would have happened if that ran
out. | think someone produced
two lantern cells which did for a
while, but it was mainly on this
home-made cell system, which
wasn't efficient but nowhere near
as inefficient as the rectifier was.
We must have been consuming...
Ah Ping said he had to turn up a
lot of power to keep the lights
what they wanted. We were dis-
persing such an amount of power
in this four test tube rectifier for
the high tension.

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

A variable capacitor was an-
other component we had to bring
in. We couldn't make a variable
capacitor, it was impossible. We
had to take two plates off the one
we had to get a high enough fre-
gquency. Yes, | can't remember
why we didn't go up a bit in in-
ductance; it was largely a tria
and error business really. Except
that in a regenerative receiver
you had some idea when you
were near a station because the
receiver was so sensitive as al
regenerative receivers are. It had
a piece of meat skewer type
wood which | had a hole drilled
in by a pen-knife, and we glued
this in with some of our glue or
something, into the capacitor
shaft so that we could tune it by
holding alittle stick acrossit, fix-
ing it at about six inches because
one couldn't get one's hands any
closer to the set because it was in
a state of very near oscillation
where the maximum sensitivity
is, just before it bursts into oscil-
lation. With a fairly clear HF
band, it wasn't long before we
knew roughly, by putting a cou-
ple of marks on the stick, where
it was. We knew that the Voice
of America was due for a trans-
mission and | don't think we ever
knew the frequencies because the
BBC didn't announce frequen-
cies, they just came on the air
and broadcast.

BJ: What did you use for an
aeriad?

RGW: A clothesline. All the
huts had a clothes line of some
sort so we just took a thin wire
from that and wrapped it round
the edge, knowing that a normal
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sentry wouldn't take any notice
of it, and we just dragged that
across the side of the hut and
brought it in, and the people with
our permission would put their
loin cloths out and hang them
over this when they washed them
so it looked as if it was being
used. The toilet in the Sleeping
block was a hole in the ground
and it was verboten to be used by
anybody except to put ur radio
set in when it wasn't in use; eve-
rybody respected our wishes in
that regard!

| think the best thrill was,
well two or three thrills, which
were momentous | suppose and
of great excitement, amost ex-
citement of crying with excite-
ment, and the first was | think
when we heard a full news bulle-
tin of something like 400 aircraft
over Dresden or somewhere,
pounding the place to pieces, we
were very pleased about al this.
But from the land point of view,
from the beginning of '42 | think,
| can't remember, but sometime
just before the Battle of Alamein,
and we heard some of the troop
movements in preparation for
that. The bulletins in those days
were fairly long and gave alot of
detail .

Unfortunately the first lot of
rectifiers blew up about 2 days
after this so we were out of busi-
ness for something like 5 or 6
weeks. Of course, the rumours
started to flood in as to what was
happening, what wasn't happen-
ing, the war would be over in 5
minutes and al these mainly op-
timistic things; but there were a
few super-pessimists who said
we would never get off the is-
land, and would die there, and
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that sort of thing. But the thrill, |
think, was when reception was
restored again and we had to do
another little bit of fine tuning
because everything you changed
seemed to affect something else;
the whole thing was very sensi-
tive and wouldn't have stood up
to present day quality assurance
bump tests!

So back there on the first
night we missed the BBC for
some reason, and the next thing
was the Voice of America which
had a headline which ran some-
thing like this: "The war is over
in North Africa, Rommel is
knocked to pieces, he's out of the
Middle East and the Middle East
is finished, the future for this and
that ............. " That was the end
of the American news in about
three sentences! No other detail,
so | sad we would go back at
about 12.30, and hope that Ah
Ping hadn't pulled the voltage
down too far, to see what we
could hear. Again, the BBC was
a little low but it suddenly came
quite bright and lifted in volume,
and Big Ben chimed again and
there was a voice in the wilder-
ness calling. It was a lovely sen-
sation to hear Big Ben playing in
those days, and every time | hear
it now | become excited.

The announcement, initially
in a most depressing vein, de-
scribed al about the 8th Army's
movements, and it was here that
it did this, and this regiment drew
up and did that, on and on this
went for something like 15 to 20
minutes, and we tried not to fol-
low it because we had our eyes
on too many other things, look-
outs and so on. But a lovely flow

(Continued on page 9)
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of English and if you had a trac-
ing board ou could have traced
out exactly where everything was
in Situ, but of course that wasn't
the am of our exercise which
was to get news. At the finish of
the news the polite sentence said
"It must be considered now that
as al resistance in North Africa
has been overcome the Allies
victory must be "assured" or
something like that. And that was
al he said, but he took a few
minutes to describe everything
that happened, so you had a clear
picture. But the Americans
seemed to be creating for a pub-
lic that just wanted the headlines,
three headlines and that was al;
no other interest in anything else.
That was one of the happy mo-
ments of the system.

We had the problem, of
course, of writing the news be-
cause naturaly a lot of people
wanted to know it and a lot of
people could be told it without its
origin. This is why we used the
piece of paper we took with us
(Gordon Waite and the other offi-
cer who used to share some of
the work), and as soon as we
heard about 30 bombers over
Dresden or something, you just
put 30 BD, or B for Berlin, and
feel the paper down when you
felt it coming to the end, and pick
up the next little bit of bend and
write along that in the pitch dark,
hoping that you've got some-
thing in the morning. Surprising
how legible it was, just triggered
a couple of words like that. Un-
fortunately, 1 was in deep custo-
dianship with the Kempitai when
the Atom Bombs were dropped
and | didn't hear that news on the
BBC,; it was relayed to me. We
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didn't
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keep these things, of

Getting off the technical side
now, the radio set didn't betray
itself. Some criticism could be
leveled at us | suppose. We
trusted too many people; we had
no intelligence training then, of
course, or anything like that and
we were inclined to trust every
Asian we met who smiled at us
and who said he was one of us.
Anyway, while this was going on
at the aerodrome and once the
troops heard, we had to tell the
troops the good news of course.
We said we had heard from an
unknown source that the war is
getting better, or something like
that - we had to give them a sani-
tized version. It was probably all
they wanted but, naturally, two or
three senior officers wanted to
know as much as they could be-
cause they may be the ones who
would have to take some deci-
sions one day about it. Unknown
to us an Indian - | don't like say-
ing this and I'm not being racist,
it could have been any national-
ity - blackmailed a Chinese who
was helping us in the aerodrome
picking up bits of iron for us and
various other things. He black-
mailed him but the Chinese
wouldn't talk, so the Kempitai
arrested the Chinese and put him
on a rack; he mentioned in the
course of his cries for help -
which was not a nice thing to
think about but | don't blame
him — he mentioned Captain Mat-
thews and a couple of other peo-
ple; I think | would have done the
same thing at that stage.

The Japanese then decided to
make a raid on the camp, which
they did, and | was then charged
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and taken away by the Captain;
he wanted the receiver and |
gave it to him in the end after a
lot of leading him round the
camp with his soldiers. | could
amost laugh at some of the
things that happened. He must
have told them he was looking
for a radio set; a Jap soldier
came running up to him with a
piece of metal which looked
like a piece of horse harness or
something; the Captain amost
kicked him and told him what to
do. So in the end | decided that
| couldn't talk to anybody be-
fore the rest of the troops on
this parade ground, and | felt so
conspicuous. He waked back
and said "Are you going to tell
me because we want the wire-
less set?', so | said "Yes, I've
just thought where it might be".
So | went across and told him
where the hole was, and they
dug the hole up and, of course,
there was the transmitter. He
said "Ah, you've been sensible
at last", so he took the transmit-
ter and they took it away.

From that day on, | was
worried about this because |
knew the receiver was OK and
the troops would be happy
about that; they would till be
able to get news. And then he
took me up to the platform
where he stood and addressed
everyone. All he said in English
was "You all look at this man,
you will never see him again”
and led me off. | had a sort of a
dying wish, going in on the ve-
hicle to Sandakan to be interro-
gated, that somehow or other
this set could be preserved and,
of course unknown to me, it
was. They continued using it

(Continued on page 10)
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but not until after about a week
or so — their nerves were a bit
shaken. But they used it for some
months afterwards until the big
moves came and it was a suc-
cessful source of morale lifter.

During the trial, that was
when the shock came to me when
this transmitter was brought out
by the prosecution as evidence
that we had been using a re-
ceiver, but the Court accepted it.
It was never mentioned after that
because had it been, | don't think
either of us would have been
alive, because we had planned to
get some crystals from the Phil-
ippines and try and fit them in
this set then we could call them
on CW and give them some news
about ourselves. But we did get
some news by other means, via
an agent taking a sandalwood
vessel across, that the British and
Australian authorities knew
where we were, and it was
proved at the end of the war that
they knew exactly where to come
for us. They had guerilla parties
in behind the lines, but they
couldn't contact us and they had
to watch some of our people just
die virtually, because they were
there and there would have been
trouble otherwise.

BJ: Could I just take you
back and ask you to fill in afew
details about the transmitter. Y ou
talked a lot about the construc-
tion of the receiver and | would
be very interested to know where
the transmitter fitted in to this;
were you developing that along-
side?"

RGW: "No, the receiver
first; we had that, and then we

Page 10

started the transmitter as a rather
low priority of course, but one it
would be nice to have. | had fin-
ished the two 6L6G's to make a
push-pull amplifier that was the
RF output to be, and the oscilla-
tor, and we had the capacitor but
were missing a few more compo-
nents and that was about where
we were. In other words, in the
course of events, had he been an
expert with some sort of knowl-
edge of electrical engineering, we
would never have got away with
two 6L 6's sitting up on a block of
wood with a few capacitors and
things hanging on them, but ob-
viously the Court Martia officers
were normal, without disrespect
to Infantry Officers, and they had
no knowledge of telecommunica-
tions.

BJ: Again, the valves you
used in the receiver were...?

RGW: Only one, that's all
we had, which was brought in by
Mr. Mabey. He smuggled in a
pipe to me, a smoking pipe, with
some tobacco. Lovely gentleman.
Unfortunately, | never had long
with him, he died soon after be-
ing arrested. His widow lived at
Hove with her sister; the two are
deceased now.

End of recording.
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Tidbits:
G'sOn5MHz,
etc.

According to an article in the
Massillon ARC Newsletter,
FEEDBACK, Hams in Great
Britain have obtained official
permission to operate on 5 MHz
from 5.250 to 5.450.

In another article, titled Breaking
News, in the Canton ARC News-
letter, The Feedline, which con-
cerned the legislation adopted by
the Alliance City Council which
will impose criminal penalties for
illegdl CB Radio operation, it
was suggested that it would be
prudent to keep a copy of your
license handy at all times.

This legidlation was prompted by
complaints from citizens about
interference to their phones, TV's
and household equipment. In
late 2000, the federal government
enacted legislation (PL-106-521)
which allows state and local gov-
ernments to enforce certain FCC
CB regulations. However, they
have no authority to regulate
FCC-licensed stations such as
stations in the Amateur Radio
Service. See http://www.arrl.org/
news/stories/2000/11/29/3/cbbill.
html for a copy of the federa leg-
islation.

In other news, the Massillon
Club recently held a Fox Hunt. It
was their first one in many years.

Massillon ARC website: www.
gsl.net/w8np/

Canton ARC website: www.qsl.
net/w8al/index.html
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Happy Birthday to: KC8ETZ, NSPLA, KASBGRC

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
QRP ARCI Holiday Columbana KC8ETZ 7:30 PM AARC Nets | ARRL 160M | PSK31 Death Match
Spirits Sprint Cty Training | N Columbiana AARC se/B Contest SilverCreek ARA VE
Net 8:00pm | Cty ARESNet Meding QCWA net Rittman OH
Rotating 147.255 9:00pm Carroll Cty Net @7:30 I
8:00pm 147.075 230 - TOPS Activi M
Repeaters Stark County 18 OPS Activity 80
ARES Net Cuyahoga Falls . Contest
7:00pm 147.12 | ARC VE Cuya-
hoga Falls
Columbana N Columbiana Carroll Cty AARC Nets Massillon ARRL 10M Contest
- ARES Net .
Cty Training 122255 9:00pm Net 8:00pm seeZB ARC Net Great Colorado Sno-
Net 8:00pm Stark Count 147.075 QCWA net 8:00pm wshoe Run
. ark County e
;:I;LZ?S ARES Net @7:30- s
P 7:00pm 147.18
147.12

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

7pm EST to 7pm,
Jan 1

Columbana N Columbiana Carroll Cty AARC Nets AGB Party Croatian CW
Cty Training li;yzgsg%g‘et Net 8:00pm seZB Contest Contest
Net 8:00pm oo 147075 KABGRC Massillon OK DX RTTY
: Stark County HhUARIIT
Fljem:taltr;?s ARES Net QCWA net ARC Net Contest
P 7:00pm @7:30- 8:00pm
147.12 147.18 147.18
Columbana N Columbiana Carroll Cty AARC Nets Massillon Origianl QRP Contest
Cty Training | CYARESNet | Net 8:00pm seZB ARC Net cw
| 147.255 9:00pm ' _
Net8:00pm | " 147.075 | DARC Christ- 8:00pm RAC Winter
Rotating —BLARES Net MERRY mas Contest 147.18 Contest
Repeaters 7:00pm CHRISTMAS | QCWA net @ Stew Perry Topband
147.12 7:30-147.18 Challange
N Columbiana Ct November 02 January 03
Columpa.na ARI?SulTetIﬂ;Z% SM TW T F s S M TW T F s
Cty Training 9:00pm T 2 T 2 3 4
Net 8:00pm Stark County 1 11 1 13 14 15 16 567 8 010
Rotating ARES Net 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
7:00pm 147.12 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Repeaters Sraight Key Night 26 27 28 29 30 31

I heard him exclaim as he rode out of sight, ""Happy Christmas to all ...!"
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