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Welcome

This is the first Official Field Day newsletter for W8LKY. This newsletter will go over
the 2026 Summer Field Day event. You will get to see the things your committee has been
working on. As well as information about field day. I hope you enjoy and Welcome to Field
Day.

Field Day Coordinator

Hello everyone, most of you know who I am. For the ones that don’t. My name is
Allen Smith (KE8ZLT). I have been licensed since 2023. I started as a Tech and Quickly
got my General in the spring of 2024. I live in Louisville. You can catch me on SSB,
Digital, and CW. My favorite activities on the air are POTA, Field Day, contesting,
nets, and occasional rag chew. I’'m married with 3 children. My youngest was to be like
her daddy and is currently studying. Me and my father (KE8ZLS) took the Technician test
and passed the same day. Our call signs are one letter apart. I have many hobbies too
many to list, but a few are being outdoors, Scouts, Amateur Radio, and woodworking.

This is my first year as being the Field Day coordinator. So far, I'm very pleased
with the group of people helping me out. I’d like to thank the committee members who are
helping with field day. Our goal is to meet on a regular basis to provide you with the
best Field Day experience. So here is some important information about Summer Field Day
2026.

Location
Sebring Camp | 895 N Johnson Rd | Sebring, OH 44672

RV spots are available for $10 paid by users. There is water, electricity, and sewer hook ups. If you want
to tent camp you can either use a site with hook-ups or non-hook ups which are still $10. Please RSVP no
later than June 19™.
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Field Day information

Feel free to bring your Favorite camping chair. Also please be sure to bring a HT with you. All
ground communication will be on 147.525 simplex. If you must leave the site please use the W8LKY 2-
meter repeater. Also, bugs will be out so don’t forget bug spray and don’t forget sunscreen.

Friday

On Friday we will be setting up the antennas and getting things ready to get on the air for Saturday. We
will arrive at the camp at 11am. If you would like to help set up, please stop by. We would love to have
members come out to see how to set up a site. There is a lotto learn and a job for everyone. After setting
up we would like for 2 people to stay over night to make sure no equipment is messed with.

Saturday

We will meet at 10a to finish getting things set up so we can start on time. Lunch will be provided at noon.
Following lunch we will start the educational project build. We are building a tape measure Yagi antenna.
Sign ups are on our website www.w8lky.org. Cost of the build will be $20.

Field Day will kick off at 2pm. During the day up until 11pm there is no sign-ups. Please be
mindful of people waiting to get on the air.

Dinner will be at 5pm we are having a picnic style dinner, serving burgers and hotdogs. Please
bring a covered dish. If you must leave and pick your food item up and are operating don’t worry, there
are plenty of people that will be more than happy to fill in while you step away. Signups will be passed
around.

Sunday

Operations will continue until about 2pm or when everyone has had enough of Field Day. If you
are available to help tear down, please come out and help. In the pastit was up to individuals you have
been up 24+ hours, night crew, and morning crew to tear down. Many of us would like nothing more than
to just throw everything in the trailer and go home and sleep. So If you can come around 12p we will start
to tear down some of the things we are not using.
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Tape Measure Build

If you missed Field Day and would like to build this project on your own. | followed KBVBR youtube
channel called: Tape Measure Yagi Beam Antenna - Ham Radio Q&A. under the like and follow button
is a description. The next section is copied and pasted directly from his site. In that description | found
the following:

Build it: 2 meter Tape Measure Yagi Beam Antenna

by Michael Martens | Feb 7, 2017 | Ham Radio Q and A

| enjoy searching for hidden transmitters. | did my first fox hunt more than 15 years ago and built a
tape measure yagi antenna for that purpose. That antenna served me well and not only sniffed out hidden
transmitters, but also located an individual causing malicious interference to our local repeater. Our
club was looking for activities for the coming year that were a little more social, so a fox hunt was
recommended. So out comes the tape measure yagi from the garage. But it was getting a little bit scuffed
and the cable was all ratty. So | decided it was time to build a new one.

The 2 Meter band tape measure beam antenna is a 3 element Yagi with about 7.2 db of forward
gain. This lightweight antenna is perfect to use for fox hunts or as a portable directional antenna for
public service events.

There are plenty of plans online to build your own tape measure antenna, but no good step by step
video that takes you through the process. So with that, watch the video and go ahead and build your own
tape measure yagi.

Parts List

1 25 foot 1 inch wide steel tape measure

110 foot piece of 3/4 inch Schedule 40 PVC Tube
2 3/4 inch PVC Cross connectors

2 3/4 inch PVC T connector

6 3/4to 1 1/2inch stainless Hose Clamps

1 5inch piece of 14 ga wire
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1 length of RG-58 cable, approx 6 foot
Solder and Flux

Electrical Tape

Tools

Soldering Iron

Tin Snips

Wire Cutter

Screw driver or nut driver

PVC cutter or fine tooth saw

Sand paper or Dremel tool with sanding disk

Ruler or tape measure

Step 1

Cut three pieces of PVC tubing. One piece will be 11 1/4 inches long and the second will be 6 7/8
inches long. These pieces will make up the support boom for the antenna. The third piece can be any
length, it will be the handle for the antenna, so give yourself about a foot or foot and a half. Whatever is
comfortable.

Fit the pieces of PVC tube together with the crosses and the T. You may PVC cement if you wish to make
the connections permanent, otherwise dry fitting them will be fine. The distance between the first cross
and the middle cross has to be 8 inches and the distance between the middle cross and and the T has to
be 12 1/2 inches. These are measured from the center points of the connectors. Make adjustment if
necessary.

Step 2

Cut the tape measure into four pieces. One piece will be 41 3/8 inch and the second will be 35 1/8 inch.
These are the reflector and director elements for your yagi. The driven element is made up of two pieces,
S0 cut two pieces that are 17 3/4 inches long.
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Step 3

On the two driven element pieces, sand or grind away the paint from one corner. This is where we will
solder the the coax and the hairpin match. Apply flux and use your soldering iron to tin this area. It’s
easier to tin this area now before attaching the elements to the support boom.

Step 4

Assemble the director and reflector elements. Making sure they are centered, use the hose clamps to
attach the elements to the T and Cross connectors.

Step 5

Assemble the driven elements. Using the hose clamps, attach each half of the driven elements to the
Cross connector. There should be a one inch gap between the two pieces.

Step 6

Attach the hairpin match. Take your 5 inch piece of wire and strip 1/4 inch off each end. Bend the wire so
itisin a U shape with a 3/4 inch gap. Solder this to the tinned ends of the driven element.

Step 7

Attach the coax. I've got a six foot length prepared piece of RG-58 coax where | put a BNC connector on
one end and stripped the braid and center conductor on the other. You’ll solder these two ends to the
driven element of the antenna. It doesn’t make a difference which end goes where. Now before you
solder, you can drill a hole in your boom and thread the coax inside the pipe. Otherwise just use a couple
of cable ties or electrical tape to secure the coax to the antenna.

With that, your antenna is complete. With these dimensions the antenna should be resonant at about
146.5 Mhz. If you are going to use this as a receive antenna for fox hunting, tuning isn’t critical, but if you
plan to transmit with it, then you can check it with an antenna analyzer or power meter and make any
small adjustments by varying the gap between two parts of the driven element.
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Future of Field Day

| hope you enjoyed the first issue of the newsletter. Your Field Day Committee will continue to meeton a
regular basis after Summer Field Day. Each year we hope to improve and provide the best experience
ever. If you have any suggestions on how we can improve please reach out to us.

Looking back




