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From the Coordinator 
 

 

 

 

 

Field day 2026 is sadly over.  Thank you to everyone who helped to make this year a success.  The food 
was great and thank you Keith (KF8GEI) for cooking the burgers and hot dogs.  Also, special thank you to 
James (KD8VT) and Karen Andrews (N8HUC) for the buffalo burgers.  If you have any suggestions or 
comments, please let me know.  I’m open to any comments good or bad.  This is the only way we can 
improve the experience of Field Day.   

 

Lessons Learned  
Every year we learn something about preparation, setting up, operating, differ ways to operate and things 
like that.  This year we learned that setting up antennas the night before was helpful.  We did not have to 
waste time setting those up on the day of.  I cannot stress enough about needing help setting up and 
tearing down.  We need people to set up this is not the time to show up and socialize.  There are many 
things we are trying to set up and configure the radios and computers, for you to have the best operating 
experience possible.   

This year we ran into some trouble with the generator.  We had high noise levels being reported on 
Saturday, later Sunday morning we discovered that the noise was coming from the generator.  Which was 
unknown to the owner that the generator would produce that much noise.  It was later discovered that the 
generator being use had an inverter that was causing the noise level.  If you are looking for a generator to 
use portable or for POTA make sure you test it before you go out.  We have been in contact with them and 
discussed the issues and were handled appropriately. 

Next, we learned that if you need tools to fix or do anything we have an awesome toolbox.  How 
ever if you open it, you will find a funnel and instructions to the club’s generators.  We will be looking at 
stocking this toolbox with basic tools as well as tools for soldering and repair tools to fix power 
connections, coax, and antennas.   
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Lessons Learned Cont. 
Lastly, we need to address operators.  This year there was a big chunk of time lost due to no one 

operating.  We had 30 people attend Field Day.  Out of 33 people only 9 people operated.  This year we did 
not have an operating sign-up sheet.  Next year we will have a sign-up sheet to see if we can improve our 
operating times.  We lost our GOTA station bonus due to no contacts were made using the station.  
Remember the GOTA station is for newly and/or licensees who have been inactive for a long time and 
unlicensed guests.  There must be someone that is active to be at the controls to help them make and log 
contacts.   

 

Results Are In 
Bonus points (Highlighted are the bonuses we earned) 

100% Emergency power (100pts per transmitter) 

Media publicity (100 pts) 

Public location (100 pts) 

Public information table (100 pts) 

Formal message to ARRL section manager’ (100 pts) 

W1AW Field Day message (100pts) 

Formal messages handled (10/message 100 pts max) 

Satellite QSO (100points) 

Natural power QSO completed (100 pts) 

Site visit by invited elected official (100 pts) 

Site visit by invited served agency official (100 pts) 

Educational activity (100 pts) 

Youth participation (20pts/youth max of 100 pts) 

GOTA bonus (100 pts) 

Safety officer (100 pts) 

Social media (100 pts) 
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Site responsibilities (FOR B,C,D,E,F only) 
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What’s Happening Now? 
Now that Field Day is over the committee will meet this month to go over Field Day.  Moving forward we 
will start to focus on Winter Field Day.  We will also go through the radios and computers, so they will all 
be set up in the future.  The committee will continue to meet every month.  We are always looking for 
people to step up and help. 

 Soon there will be a suggestion box on the members page for you to submit comments or ideas for 
the future.  This way we can improve the overall experience of future events.  This will be a great tool to 
suggest things like building projects, site locations, Concession ideas or other events you may be 
interested in. 

 
 

Coming Up 
The Field Day Committee will be meeting on July 22nd at 7pm.  At the Get Go in Alliance.   
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Photos From Field Day 
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